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THE RESURRECTION

‘Fear holds you prisoner; hope sets you free’

· He who hopes in the Lord will not be disappointed 
Isaiah 49:23

· God has set eternity in the hearts of men
 

    Ecclesiastes 3:11 
What is Hope? 

To look forward to something with confidence.  

Hope needs an object of focus – we have hope in something or hope for something.  

1. The Cross:

He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross (tree) so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 


1 Peter 2:24 
How do we know that this happened? 
How can we be certain that our sins are forgiven?
We know because the story doesn’t end on the cross – there is a final chapter.  

2. The Resurrection:  

Jesus appears to Thomas 
Now Thomas (called Didymus),one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord!’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it. 






         John 20:24-25
Thomas’ response seems perfectly reasonable – particularly in our scientific age where empirical evidence is vital. 
Thomas wants evidence.

a) The Evidence for the resurrection: 

Josh McDowell (lawyer) 

“After more than 700hrs of studying this subject, and thoroughly investigating its foundation, I have come to the conclusion that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the most wicked, vicious, heartless hoaxes ever foisted upon the minds of men – or it is the most fantastic fact of history.”
· The empty tomb – if it were a hoax/the body was stolen/ an hallucination then surely the Jewish and Roman authorities, keen to dispel this miracle at all costs, would have produced the body in order to stop the growing belief. 

· The first eye-witnesses were women – women not recognised witnesses in a court of law and therefore poorly chosen testimonies if it were all a hoax.
· Jesus appeared to many – hundreds of first hand witnesses – over 200 at one time. 

· Perhaps the most compelling is what happened to the disciples – what caused them to go out and die unless what they had seen actually was true. Would they die for a lie? No material benefits – just torture, crucifixion, thrown to the lion – every method used to stop them talking. 

As Christian philosopher Ravi Zacharias observes: 

"It all seems so simplistic, does it not? A group of gullible, pre-scientific men, succumbing to the illusions and deceptions of their day. Yet, every piece of evidence mustered, including the prophecies that long preceded the event itself and the unexplainable change in the courage and confidence of the early believers, supported by the empirical evidence, argues powerfully for the truth of it.”

b) Why is it so important?

  The resurrection is the central point of Christianity.

1. It confirms what Jesus did on the cross.
2. It guarantees that we are forgiven so we can be in a right relationship with God.
3. It assures us that Jesus is who he said he was – the Son of God. 

4. It is the moment when the power of death over humanity was broken and we can be assured of eternal life.  

If it is not true?:
If Christ did not rise from the dead then our faith is futile: you are still in your sins 


1 Corinthians15:17
What happens to Thomas?

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands.  Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’ Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’
                                John 20: 26-28
Jesus comes to him PERSONALLY! Stands before him and invites him to touch his wounds. 

 The risen Lord has broken the power of sin and death once and for all for all humanity and yet he still wants to personally engage with Thomas – with all his doubts and fears.  

The resurrection assures us that there is HOPE! 

“I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die”





John 11:25
1. Hope for tomorrow:

The promise of eternal life
2. Hope for today: 

That eternal life starts now – with transformation and abundant life.
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